HITLER   AND   I

place for all the notables of the town. I expected t
be early, but I noticed that the iron shutters wer
down, and a beautiful car was standing in front of th
house. General Ludendorff and Hitler must hav
come from Munich by road, and they had arrive
before me.

Gregor quickly introduced us. I was first impresses
with LudendorfF. He had heavy features and a firr
double chin. There was something compelling abou
the way he gazed at you from under his bushy brows
and in spite of his civilian clothes he looked every incl
a general. One sensed his will-power immediately
His companion, who wore a blue suit, seemed to b
trying to occupy as small a place upon his chair a
possible. He appeared to be trying to shelter unde
the redoubtable general's wing. What shall I say c
Adolf Hitler's personal appearance? It was the]
entirely unfamiliar. He was a man of thirty-one, wit!
regular features and a stubbly moustache. His fac
was not yet lined with thought. The pouches tha
were later to appear under his eyes were scarce!
visible. That face that has since become familiar t<
the whole world had not yet assumed its true signi
ficance. Hitler was a young man like other young men
His pallor indicated lack of fresh air and physica
exercise.

We went in to lunch. LudendorfF kept his inquisi
torial eye upon me.

'Your brother has spoken to me about you/ h
said. 'How many years' service have you done?'
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